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JFK PLOT SOLVED 
BEYOND DOU BT-DA 



Secon(i-Class Postage Paii 
at New Orleans^ La- 



Arrests May Take 30 
Years, He Says 



District Attorney Jim Garri- 
son said Friday Iiis office solved 
the Kennedy assassination plot 
*'weeks ago'* but is now working 
to get air tight cases against the 
individuals involved. Garrison 
said, however, arrests “are 
months away,” 

Earlier, Garrison said the ar- 
rests may be “30 years away.“ 
In a fast-moving chain of 
events, these were the develop- 
ments: 



— A group of 50 New Or- 
leans cifens, spearheaded by 

^iUlbiTe' "met at the Petrol- 
pledpd |Wd 
each a month at least for 
three months to {inauce Garri- 
soii^s continuiiig investiption* 
This would allow him to in- 
vestigate the plot without ac- 
counting publicly for the 
funds* As Rault put it, the in- 
vestiptlon would he **uuhaiii- 
pered'' and ‘^biased,” 

—The Orleans Parish coroner, 
Dr* Nicholas Chetta, said the 
death of r\atHH w ji'errip was 
apparently Mm natural causes, 
according to toxological tests, 
—Working press members of 



the Board of Directors of the 
New Orleans Press Club con- 
demned what it termed Garri- 
son’s recent ‘'irresponsible ac- 
tions" in excluding representa- 
tives of the news departments, 
of the Times-Picayime and 
New Orleans States-Item'* 

WORLDWIDE FUROE 0 
Garrison conducted two 
promptu press conferences in\ 
the lobby of the Shell Oil Co, ' . 
bldg* The first created a world- \ 
wide:fLTOTj apparently, when a 
wii^;;^£priee , .quoted Garrison 

the % 

ph)t and arte^,; ware imntk. 
nent. ■ ^ ; '■ ./’i.;' 1.' 

Garrison excused -himself from' V 
the initial conference, escorted / 
by Rault They went to the 
■Petroieuin Club on the third 
floor, where the new group, 
which calls itself “Truth and 
Consequences," was waiting* Re- 
porters could not hear his words 
to the group, but they heard 
Rault ask them if they wished 
to remain anonymous* They 
agreed they did. " 

Reporters, however, recog- 
nized Robertson, Shilstone^^^Po- 
liee Snpt* Josep h I* GiamSso. 
r fffn n ^TT 

I real estafe Executive Eaiold 

S attorney E b e r b u r d 
eh, a nd N e w Orleans 
ATuation Board member John 
Mmahat ' 

'^n ^IRSPging from the lunch- 



eon, uarnson was confronted 
with the wire service story that 
he had solved the plot* “Why we 
did this weeks ago," was Gar- 
rison’s reply* “WeVe working 
out details of evidence which 
probably will take mon^s* 

“We know that we are going 
to be able to arrest every per- 
son involved— at least every 
person who is stih living. Pm 

Cont* in Sec. 1* Page 2* Col 1 

sure that there will be convic- 
tions,** 

POSES RIDDLE 
The district attorney, who said 
he had had few ^ hours of sleep 
r^entVf posed a riddle for 
n^smen. He said: 

‘Tlic key to the whole case 
i$ through the looking glass* 
Black is white; white is 
black.’* 

i Garrison a d d e d^ ‘T don’t 
want to be cryptic,; hut that’s 
the way it is*" r'f : r 

>jGairison turned down the cor- 
rMor of the club and came face 
to face with a network television 
r^rter* “Jim, did you say’ 




this?'’ he asked Garrison, hold- 
ing the wire service copy. 
“You’ve got to put the record 
straight,” 

“I just want to get some 
sleep ” said Garrison. "'I don’t 
care how the world thinks.” 

Reluctantly, Garrison con* 
sented to his second press con^ 
ference in the lobby of ths 
building. Secretaries arriving 
back at work from lunch and 
a thundering horde of newsmen 
awaited him. ' 

For one brief moment, it 
looked as if the Garrison grdup 
wouldn’t get to the lobby, be* 
cause the elevator appeared to 



be stuck on the second floor. 
Blit it worked itself free. 

As Garrison stepped but of 
the elevator, he was ringed 
with newsmen, secretaries and 
businessmen. 

‘BEYOND . • , DOUBT’ 
Garrison began by saying, 
“My staff and I solved the 
case weeks ago. I wouldn’t say 
this if we didn’t have evidence 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. 
We know the key individuals, 
cities involveii and how it' was 
done. 

According to G a r r i s o n, 
there were “several plofs.” 
He said there was a t^ange, 
“bat that’s more than I want- 
ed to say.” 

Oarrisoa suggested there 
may he suicides among those 
actually involv^ in the plot 
and those who knew of it hut 
kept quiet *The only way 
they are going to get away 
from us,” he said, to kill 
themselves.” 

As reporters crowded closer 
Garrison was asked what he 
had to say about the Warren 
Commission’s chief investigat- 
or’s charge that was “con- 
ducting a performance.” Garri- 
son replied, “The chief investi- 
gator has conducted a perform* 
lance that will be remembered 
in Hst^ ” - 

' Garrison said his office had 
jurisdiction over the case. 
‘FINANCED BV LOAN’ 

The tall district attorney fur- 
ther revealed that he would be 
glad to accept funds from pri- 
vate sources to continue the in* 
vestigation. “In i^ct,” said Gar- 
rison, “our investigation has 
been financed by a $2,500 loan 
from a bank since about 4S hours 



after the story was revealed in 
the newspapers.”^. 

A reported quipped, “Are you 
expecting a contribution from 
the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy?” This referred to recent dis- 
closures that the CIA has con- 
tributed substantially to organi- 
zations such as the National Stu- 
dent Association. 

“No,” laughed Garrison, “but 
Vm expecting some from the 
'FBI.” 

Gairison, for the first time, 
admitted that he had accepted 
some aid from Life Magaijae 
in developing his case. “But 
our office initiated the investi- 
gatioUj” said Garrison. He 
added other news media have 
also helped. 

“You have my word of honor 
and promise,” continued Garri- 
son to the newsmen, “I will 
give you the story when^ we 
make arrests. But it may be 
months away. We want to get 
jury verdicts and we are con- 
fident we will.” 

“What’s Hale Boggs doing in 
town?” a businessman asked of 
Garrison. Boggs was a member 
of the Warren Oommission. 

‘T : have no fight with Hale 
Boggs,” said Garrison: 

BRIEF SESSION 

Rault, Robertson and Shil- 
stone, on a day of weird press 
conferences, held forth in a brief 
session following the tneeting at 
Gravier and S. Rampart as 
workmen rushed to' complete 
Rault’s new office building in 
the background. 4 , . 

Rault said he, RbbertsOn and 
ShOstone “are happy to express 
confidence in our district attor- 
ney and state that we have full 
confidence in his ability, his in- 
tegrity and the integrity of his 
office. We and our business 
friends want to express our 
support of him and, his office in 
any way we can. 

“In order to assist him to 
complete his investigation in a 
proper maimer, we have a^eed 
to make private funds available 
In the investigation”; " 

Eault added, “this group is 
non-partisan, non-political and 
non-sectarian, ft is open to 
every member of the com- 
munity regardless of race or 
religion.” > , 

f Robertson interjected that a 
fegro waiter at the Petroleum 
flub contributed $10 to the 

^ 1. ^ 1. .H 



lind at me iuncucrui^ 
^According to Rault, the idea 
began among the three— Rault, 
Robertson and Shilstone— over 
breakfast Thursday. They 
<^ed businessmen to join the 
group and meet at lunch. 

NO INDICATION 
.Rault said the money would 
be set up in a separate account 
“in a local bank” and Shilstone 
said, “It will be spent at the 
discretion of the district attor- 
ney.” 

. Asked about whether they 
would keep in contact with 
Garrison aud see how the in- 
vestigation is going, Ranit 
said, "We’tt work this out 
later.” ' 

Shilstone was precise in one 
reply to a reporter’s question 
^whether the vouchers or tx- 
pense accounts would be avail- 
able to the press because pub- 
lic investigators would be used. 
“None of your business,” said 
Shilstone. 

Reporting the ck e m i c a 1 
.analysis of the body of Ferric, 
a centiral figure in Garrison’s 

investigation. Dr. Cbetta said, 

“There is no indication what- 
soever of suicide or mnrder.” 
added a ruptured artery 
in the brain was the cause of 
death. ^ ^ 

A chemical analysis of Fer- 
rie’s blood, urine and skin was 
negative for the presence of al- 
cohol, drugs and poison, said 
Dr. C^etta. 

Chetta said he had been con- 
tacted by a physician who had 
treated Ferrie. “This doctor 
told me he had treated Ferrie for 
I high blood pressure and recently 
for a gastro-intestinal disturb- 
ance,” said Dr. Chetta. “The 
doctor said he found Ferrie un- 
duly disturbed and depressed 
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Explaining Money Support for DA*s Probe 



THE THREE LEADERS of a new btasiness- 
men’s group giving financial support to Dis- 
trict Attorney Jim Garrison’s probe Into the 
Kennedy assassination are shown at an out- 



J —Photo uy The Tlmes-PJcovtine* 

door Friday afternoon press conference* 
They are {from left) Willard E* Robertson, 
Cecil M* Shilstone and Joseph M. Rault Jr. 



the recent irresponsible actions 
of New Orleans District Attor- ' 
ney Jim Garrison for excluding 
representatives of the news de* 
partments of the New Orleans 
The Times-Picayuhe and States- 
Item newspapers from a press 
conference related to a world- 
wide news event of local origin. 

“We lament such arbitrary 
action on the part of an elected 
official of this community and 
urge all members of the work- 
ing press here to vehemently 
protest such tactics.’’ 



and said Ferrie spoke about 
suicide* 



PLANNED TQ SUE 
“The' doctor also said that, 
Ferrie was determined to sue 
District Attorney Garrison for 
a large sum of money. I be- 
'lieve the figure was something 
like $500,000.” 

Meanwhile, a Baton Rouge 
insurance salesman, who said 
he knew Ferrie while he f the 
salesman) was a student here 
at Loyola University, said 
Ferrie told him about a month 
before President John F, Ken- 
nedy’s death “we will get him 
and it won’t be long*” 

Perry Raymond Russo* 25, 
sal3 he ahli kiiOWfl r eme^bout 
IS months when the statement 
was made* He said he had writ- 
ten Garrison about his contacts 
with Ferrie in the summer and 
early fall of 1063* 

Once Ferrie told him that 
“you know we can get Kennedy 
if we want him,” Busso said* 
The assassination of a presi- 
dent was discussed several 
times with Ferrie before the 
statements, Russo said. 

Tt was just general conver- 
sation/' said Russo* 

J According to Russo, he twice 
taw Ferrie in the company of 
|lpanisK - speaking persons 



iressed m green fatigue uni- 
orms and helmets. He said two 
}£ them came to his home— at 
hat time in New Orleans— and 
in the second occasion he met 
he third at Ferrie’s home* 
NOT TAKEN SERIOUSLY 
Russo said he did not take 
any of Ferrie ’s statements seri- 
ously until he saw Ferrie’s pho- 
tograph in the newsnaper this 
week. 

The salesman said he was a 
political science student at 
Loyola at the time* He said he 
met Feme through a friend 
who was a member of the Civil 
Air Patrol. Ferrie was a pilot. 

The friend told Russo that 
he was training with Ferrie tn 
jungle warfare “to help bring 
about more democratic gov- 
ernment,” Russo said. The 
friend's family had contacted 
him in an effort to break 
“Ferrie’ s hold on their son,” 
Russo said* 

Russo said the reason for dis- 
cussing presidential assassina- 
tions was his interest lii poli- 
tics. 

The following is the complete 
text of the statement made by 
the working press members of 
the board of directors of the 
New Orleans Press Club: 

“We emphatically condemn 



